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The Panama Canal and International Trade Competition. By 
Lincoln Hutchinson. New York, The Macmillan Company, 1915. 
— xi, 283 pp. 

History can record but three great changes in the world's trade 
routes. The first was accomplished by the opening of the all-sea routes 
from Europe to the Orient in the 15th and 16th centuries ; the second, 
by the piercing of the Isthmus of Suez; and the third, by the con- 
struction of the Panama Canal. The changes wrought by the first two 
events are now a matter of history ; those to be effected by the last 
achievement are still a matter of conjecture. Professor Hutchinson in 
his volume, The Panama Canal and International Trade Competition, 
gives an interesting and suggestive treatment of the possible and prob- 
able changes to be wrought by the completion of the canal and discus- 
ses the commercial opportunities opened thereby to the United States. 
The book is written for the " business men who have or may have 
dealings with the countries in question or are interested in forming 
some opinion concerning the possible or probable commercial influence 
of the new canal," as well as for the " general reader or student of 
commercial or economic history or geography." The author has suc- 
ceeded admirably in his two-fold task. 

The volume presents an extensive array of statistics relating to the 
economic forces at work in the Atlantic and Pacific basins which render 
the countries of each economically interdependent. In studying the 
problem of the effects of the Canal upon the world's trade routes, 
many factors have to be considered (chapter ii). On account of their 
diversity and the consequent resort to limitation in making the study, 
the conclusions are of necessity most general in character and only 
indicate tendencies in the future trade development. In this connec- 
tion interesting tables are worked out showing the relative cost of 
freight service between New York and Liverpool, as representative of 
the trade centers of the Atlantic, and nineteen selected ports repre- 
sentative of the various geographic and economic areas of the Pacific. 

A careful survey of the markets and trade conditions of the countries 
bordering on the Pacific and the Atlantic is contained in chapters iii 
and iv. In view of the present emphasis placed upon the establish- 
ment of American banks abroad and the development of American 
shipping facilities, one is led to dissent from the extent to which the 
author minimizes these factors. The work of the National City Bank 
of New York in setting up branches and securing credit information in 
South America, and the efforts to secure a more adequate American 
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merchant marine, are indicative of the more essential character of 
these elements in trade expansion. An analysis of the recent trade 
movement between the various groups of the Pacific countries and 
the great commercial centers of the Atlantic (chapter v) shows the 
strong position of the United States and forecasts a marked trade 
expansion in which the United States will secure advantage, if not 
supremacy, in many regions. The more general conclusions of this 
chapter are strengthened by a detailed examination of the commerce 
of the Pacific (chapters vi-viii) . 

The opening of the Panama Canal has created a " new facility " for 
the " growth of economic, commercial, social, intellectual and political 
intercourse." The author believes that, in view of the new opportuni- 
ties afforded by the Canal, the position and interests of the United 
States will allow them to play an important part in the new growth. 

Roscoe R. Hill. 
University of New Mexico. 

A Chinese Appeal to Christendom concerning Christian Missions. 
By Lin Shao-Yang. New York and London, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
1911. — iv, 321 pp. 

Under a Chinese pseudonym, an Englishman, named R. F. John- 
ston, long resident in China, presents in this volume the case against 
the religious proselytism of Christian missionaries in that country. 
Fundamentally there is, as he maintains, a want of mutual understand- 
ing. Europeans complain that the Chinese character is inscrutable : 
the Chinese, on the other hand, find much that is baffling and myster- 
ious in western thought, character, and ideals. Particularly is this the 
case, says the author, in regard to Christian missions and the activity of 
their propagandism in the Far East at a time when, in lands professedly 
Christian, the basal principles of the faith are subject to open and 
persistent attack by historical and scientific investigators. In this re- 
lation he remarks : 

It seems strange to those of us who are familiar with the religious situa- 
tion in Europe that, while unbelief is rapidly spreading among all classes 
of their own people, missionaries yet go forth in ever-increasing numbers 
to preach the gospel to the heathen. Do they propose to convert China 
and then wait for the Chinese to reconvert the West ? 

Pursuing the argument in this strain, the author expresses the belief 
that no form of western religion, not " consistent with itself and in 
harmony with modern thought," will find a permanent home on 



